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NEWS
GSU Students Speak Before Illinois House Committee
From left: Illinois Rep. Will Davis-D (30th) greets GSU students Addison Jackson and Justin Smith.
Each year, the presidents of Illinois’ public universities travel to Springfield to testify before the House
Higher Education Appropriations Committee. On April 16, while GSU President Elaine P. Maimon
testified that GSU has the highest enrollment growth among Illinois regional public universities and the
smallest dollar appropriation, two GSU students who had accompanied her were preparing their own
remarks.
 
GSU students Addison Jackson and Justin Smith attended both the Illinois Senate and House budget
testimony with President Maimon, and both students were asked to speak about their GSU experiences
during the university’s scheduled testimony.
 
Addison Jackson is currently on the GSU student senate and is a military veteran who will graduate in
May with a bachelor’s in social work.  He has already been accepted into the master’s program. 
Addison is a DDP student and a mentor to many of the more traditional-age students. 
 
“I am humbled to have had the opportunity to testify in front of the Senate and House Appropriations
Committees. Student advocacy is the foundation of change in our university.  I am grateful to be a
small part of the process for current and future students to have the ability to maintain high quality
affordable education.  This is only the beginning of the work that must be done,” Addison said.
 
Karen Kissel, GSU Vice President For Administration And Finance, said the importance of legislators
hearing directly from students provides a distinct message.  “When our students testify in front of
legislative committees, legislators get to hear first-hand in the students’ own words how GSU is
transforming their lives.  Our students spoke articulately and passionately about their challenging
classes; the engaging and approachable faculty; their involvement in student leadership programs; and
how GSU has taught them that there are no limits to their future goals and success.  The students
called GSU home and referred to GSU faculty and staff as their family.  I couldn’t be any more proud. 
They are the reason we come to work every day,” she said.  
 
Justin Smith told the Committee his story of being the youngest of 12 children and how he and his
parents thought college was out of reach if not for GSU.  Justin plays the saxophone and has his own
band, which played at 2014 Friends and Family Weekend’s President’s Brunch.
 
"Justin Smith, a freshman, and Addison Jackson, who returned to college after service in the U.S.
military, represent the diversity that makes GSU a special place.  Their testimony to the House Higher
Education Appropriations Committee was articulate, meaningful, and heartfelt.  Everyone in the room
paid full attention.  You could hear a pin drop. I was proud to hear the GSU story come alive in their
remarks,” President Maimon said.
Illinois Senate Recognizes GSU’s Accomplishments
The Illinois State Senate has recognized Governors State with proclamations congratulating GSU for
being the recipient of the 2015 American Council on Education’s ACE/Fidelity Investments Award for
Institutional Transformation. The bi-partisan proclamations were signed by Illinois Senate President
John J. Cullerton-D (6th), Secretary of the Senate Tim Anderson, and State Senators Christine
Radogno-R (41st) and Patrick McGuire-D (43rd). GSU President Elaine P. Maimon also received a
letter of congratulations from Rep. Anthony DeLuca-D (80th). Click here (see page 16) to see both of the
proclamations and the letter.
Have You Signed the Petition?
Wednesday, April 22 is the culminating event of the GSU Student Life campaign entitled
#SaveOurEducation. Students, staff and friends of GSU will travel to Springfield to meet with state
legislators. The campaign opposes the proposed serious budget cuts to Illinois higher education.
 
Students will personally deliver the signed Change.org petition to Governor Rauner’s office. The
petition is online at http://bit.ly/saveoureducation. It takes only a minute to sign the petition and it allows
you to leave your reasons for signing. The more signatures that are collected the better.
Also, it’s not too late to join the trip to Springfield. For more information, contact Sheree Sanderson at
ssanderson@govst.edu. 
Freedom from Smoking Classes at GSU!
In accordance with (110 ILCS 64/) the Smoke-Free Campus Act, as of July 1, 2015 smoking will be
prohibited at Governors State University indoors and outdoors on campus and in university-owned
vehicles.
Current smokers are encouraged to attend Freedom from Smoking Cessation Classes, beginning May
11, 2015 through June 22, 2015, Noon-1:00 p.m. Cost:  $25.00 Scholarships are available. Sign up in
Human Resources by May 1, 2015. (We must have a minimum of 12 for a class.)
Here are links to resources for people interested in quitting smoking:
http://lung.org
http://cdc.gov/tobacco/quit_smoking/
 
Commencement Ceremonies will Feature Nikki Giovanni and
Elizabeth Brackett; Multi-Generational Graduates
From left: Karolyn Grissom, Mathew Brown and Pamela Jones.
 
Three generations of the same family—grandmother, daughter and son—will be among the graduates
when GSU holds its annual Commencement Ceremonies Saturday, May 16 at the Tinley Park
Convention Center.
 
GSU will hold two commencements, at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. In the morning ceremony, world renowned
writer, commentator, activist, and educator Nikki Giovanni will receive an honorary degree. GSU will
also present WTTW-TV journalist Elizabeth Brackett with an honorary degree at the evening ceremony.
 
During the evening commencement, Karolyn Grissom, her daughter, Pamela Jones, and grandson
Mathew Brown, each will receive their bachelor’s degree in Communication from GSU. All three family
members were also inducted into GSU’s Tau Sigma Honor Society because of their high GPA’s.
Grissom has a 3.938 GPA and Jones and Brown each recorded perfect 4.0 GPA’s. Read more on page 20.
GSU Online Program Named Most Affordable in Illinois
After a review of every college and university that offers online programs in the state of Illinois, GSU
has been chosen as the most affordable by OnlineColleges.net, a resource website that provides state-
by-state overviews of schools that provide online courses. This website provides an objective analysis
for potential students.
 
According to the organization, their list is the most rigorous of its kind, based on data from a wide
range of sources, including IPEDs, hand-collected data and more. Its mission is to connect current and
prospective students with accurate information regarding online educational options and trends. 
Faces of the Cuts Video Campaign
 
 
GSU's Student Media is looking for people who are willing to tell their stories about how GSU has
impacted them. Faces of the Cuts, a video campaign that is connected with the #SaveOurEducation
campaign, will feature 30-second interviews from students, faculty and staff on how GSU has impacted
them! If you are interested in sharing your story, join us Thursday, April 23, between noon-5 p.m. in the
cafeteria annex. Any questions/concerns, please contact 708-235-6874 or email: thisweek@govst.edu.
Fall 2015 Tuition and Fees
Please be aware that the GSU Board of Trustees has not yet approved tuition and fee rates for the
2015-2016 academic year.
 
When students begin to register for Fall 2015 classes on April 20, 2015, no tuition and fees will be
assessed to their student account at that time. 
 
Once the Board takes action, charges for the 2015-2016 academic year will be posted to students’
accounts.
 
The following note will appear on the registration screen:
 
*Please note that tuition and fee rates for the 2015-2016 academic year are not yet finalized.
The tuition and fees for your Fall 2015 classes will therefore not appear to your account at this
time.
 
We will notify you via e-mail once your tuition and fee charges for Fall 2015 have been assessed
and posted to your student account. 
GSU Accepted to NAIA; New Athletics Website Launched
GSU Athletic Director Tony Banks at the NAIA Convention in Charlotte, N.C.
Tuesday, April 14 marked a significant milestone in the history of GSU Athletics, as the university was
accepted into the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). The announcement came on
the last day of the NAIA Convention in Charlotte, N.C.
 
Athletic Director, Tony Bates, who was in Charlotte for the official announcement said, “I am honored
and humbled to announce that our Jaguars are officially in the NAIA. Now let's put everyone at notice
we plan to be the best in the classroom and on the court against NAIA competition. GO Jaguars!”
 
GSU athletics will begin competition with seven sports teams for the 2015-2016 season, including
women’s volleyball, men’s and women’s cross country, men’s and women’s golf, and men’s and
women’s basketball.
 
The GSU Athletics Department has also been hard at work on a new look for its web presence. The
new GSU Athletics website is now LIVE and accessible from the GSU website. Simply look for the
"Athletics" tab at the top of any page on the website and you will be taken to
http://www.gsujaguars.com/.
 
 
In Case of Emergency, Who Should GSU Call?
Attention students, faculty and staff:
 
There is a new feature in the myGSU portal that allows you to provide emergency contact information.
The information provided is stored directly in our database and will be used only in case of an
emergency, by GSU’s first responders.
 
To enter your emergency contact information, follow these steps below. The process takes less than
10 minutes.
For the Student Tutorial, click here.
For the Faculty/Staff Tutorial, click here.
Thank you for your cooperation so that we can assist you in case of an emergency.
 
 
Faculty Authors and Sponsored Grant Recipients Reception – A
Big Success!!!!
 
The Friends of the GSU Library wishes to thank all who participated in the Faculty Authors and
Sponsored Grant Recipients Reception April 15.  Provost Bordelon, Lydia Morrow Ruetten, Dean of the
GSU Library, and Jennifer Morehead Farmer, Director, Office of Sponsored Programs and Research
were on hand to share their thoughts and comments on the importance of honoring the scholarly works
of the GSU Faculty. 
 
Linda G. Geller, Associate Professor and Library Faculty, was also acknowledged as the Friends of the
Library Treasured Friend for 2014 for her work over the years in creating the Faculty Authors
Bibliography.
 
“One of the most important functions of the Friends of the GSU Library is to support this annual
reception during National Library Week,” said organization president Ann Manning Nagel.  “It is through
the contributions to and support of the Friends of the Library by those in our GSU Community that we
are able to offer this reception along with sponsoring lectures and establishing the Skylight Gallery in
the Library,” she said. 
 
The listings of faculty authors and grantees can be found at http://libguides.govst.edu/friends/.
BUZZ
FA Link Allows Bookstore Purchases and Rentals with Financial
Aid
Beginning April 20, making purchases at the GSU bookstore is easier than it’s ever been with FA link!
You can use your GSU ID to purchase school supplies and text books and more!
 
FA Link will be available prior to the first financial aid disbursement of each semester beginning for the
Summer 2015 semester.  You will be able to purchase or rent books using FA Link during the following
time periods:
 
Summer 2015--April 20, 2015 – May 9, 2015
Fall 2015--June 1, 2015 – August 15, 2015
 
For more information on FA Link:
http://www.govst.edu/FAlink
Money Smart Week
April 20-24 is GSU Money Smart Week, a coordinated, collaborative effort of organizations and
departments working together to provide free information sessions for community members, students,
faculty, and staff on all facets of personal finance. Admission is free: 40 minutes with 15 minutes for
Q & A. Come with your questions and leave with a plan.
 
•           Topics include affordable home ownership, identity theft, understanding student loans, financial
aid, starting a business, saving for retirement, job benefits, your credit report, credit repair and
much more!
•           The full schedule is available at: Money Smart
•           Sessions are free and open to the public.
•           All sessions are 1 hour.
•           Contact Brenda Killins for more information at bkillins@student.govst.edu. 
 
2015 Class Gift
Members of the graduating class of 2015 have the opportunity to make a legacy gift to GSU by
donating to the GSU Promise.  The GSU Promise is a scholarship that assists economically
disadvantaged students to compete a debt-free bachelor’s degree at GSU.  Eligible students must be
active participants in the Dual Degree Program and be Pell Grant eligible. 
 In addition, graduates have the opportunity to pay tribute and honor individuals who have enriched
their lives with encouragement, faith and confidence.  Funds from the Senior Class gift are designated
to the GSU Promise and become a legacy gift to the University from the Class of 2015. 
The University joins these graduates of the Class of 2015 in expressing gratitude to those who have so
richly enhanced their lives, and by extension, the life of the GSU community.  Graduates names appear
in bold, followed by the names of those they are honoring.
The 2015 minimum class gift is $20.15.  The cost to honor someone is $25 per honoree. The deadline
for participation is May 1.  For additional information, please contact Jackie Small at 708-235-2188 or
jsmall@govst.edu.
Upsilon Pi Epsilon Inductions
Upsilon Pi Epsilon members gather after their April 11 induction.
The Chapter of Upsilon Pi Epsilon at GSU inducted 35 members April 11, in the 2nd induction
ceremony for the chapter.
2015 Upsilon Pi Epsilon Inductees
Honorary--James Smith, Owner of Einstein Technology Solutions
Faculty--Jeffrey Alfano, Lecturer; Dalsang Chung, Associate Professor; Carlos Ferran, Associate
Professor; David Green, Associate Professor; Richard Manprisio, Lecturer
Students--Andrew M. Besbekos; April Joy Baran; Briana E.A. Bienkowski; Chintan D Patel; Courtney
Josephine Sanor; Edwin Koszulinski; Eliceo R. Martinez Jr.; Eric Herrera; Fabian A. Cambron;
Francisco Edwardo Vasquez; Gregory Groth; Gregory L Murray; Hani S. Khatib; James Potulny; Jason
R. Jordan; Jennifer M. Elenteny-Mejia; Jerrica L Flanagan; Jose De Jesus Serrano; Justin M. Purvis;
Laura Lynn Burke; Mateusz Topor; Mir Bilal; Mircea Dimb; Perla Lamie; Robert Donovan; Shameka
Johnson; Similoluwa O Oluwole; Teri D. Green; Vance R. Barnes; Yvette K Johnson.
UPE is the only honor society that is recognized by the Association for Computing Machinery and the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Computer Society. The GSU ACM Student Chapter
was chartered July, 2012.
To qualify for membership, students in Computer Science, Information Technology and Management of
Information Systems programs must meet the following requirements:
•   A graduate student must be a candidate for a graduate degree in Computer Science or Management
of Information Systems and must have completed at least 18 semester hours of graduate credit with a
grade point average of at least 3.5, exclusive of research and seminar courses.
•   An undergraduate student must be a candidate for an undergraduate degree in Computer Science or
Information Technology and must have completed at least 45 semester hours for undergraduate credit,
including 15 semester hours in the computing or information disciplines. He or she must have a grade
point average of at least 3.3, with a grade point average of at least 3.5 in all respective degree
coursework.
Climate Change Posters on Display
A series of posters representing updated data and information about climate change science are on
display along the walkway on the first floor in Building F. These posters are collected, summarized and
synthesized from peer-reviewed publications from the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change;
UN Food and Agriculture Organization; U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; U.S. Climate Change
Science Program and U.S. National Research Council.
The project entitled “Climate Change: Causes, Impacts, and Adaptation” is supported by a 2015 GSU
Intellectual Life Grant to Dr. Xiaoyong Chen at Biology Program in CAS.  The overall objective of this
project is to increase the GSU community’s awareness of the climate change issue and enhance the
intellectual pursuits for better understanding of interaction between human activities and the
environments. The exhibition will last to the end of April. Please stop by and take a look.
Tee Time for GSU Students, Faculty, and Staff
The University Park Golf Club and Conference Center is offering golf memberships included in the
cost of student tuition or with the purchase of a GSU Faculty/Staff Athletics and Recreation
membership.
 
To Participate, GSU Students - activate your membership at the Athletic and Recreation Center,
A1106. Present your valid student OneCard to the Golf Course and get ready to play golf!
 
GSU Faculty and Staff or with a GSU Athletics and Recreation Membership - purchase a GSU Athletics
and Recreation Membership; present a valid Athletics and Recreation Membership Card to the Golf
Course; and prepare to tee off!
 
Golf course usage is on weekdays anytime during open play and/or available tee times, weekends, and
holidays after 11 a.m. during open play and/or available tee times. Golf carts not included. This special
UGC golf membership is for GSU students, faculty, staff, and current members of the Athletic and
Recreational Center.
 
For more information, call 708.534.4556 or visit
www.govst.edu/Campus_Life/Recreation_and_Fitness/Memberships/
The Library is Conducting a Survey and Needs Your Help!
Do you have five minutes? We need your help and thoughts. The GSU Library is conducting a survey
to determine how well we are meeting the needs of those in our GSU community.  You can find the
survey at https://www.research.net/s/W37L6X6.  The survey will be available until 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 29.  We invite you to take the survey.  Your thoughts and opinions will be greatly
appreciated.
Vacation Education at Governors State University
Take advantage of the ultimate summertime college opportunity... the chance to pick up a class you
need to fill a General Education requirement while you have the time and none of the stress.
Vacation Education at GSU offers Gen. Ed. courses at convenient times – when you have the time.
Our flexible summer schedule accommodates your need to work as well as your need to have a
summer break by offering daytime and evening classes. Click here for more information.
The Annual Student Leadership Awards
 
The Student Leadership Awards will be held on Friday, May 1, in the Hall of Governors.  This program
is designed to highlight the achievements, of GSU Student Clubs and Organizations, as well as the
staff, faculty, and administrators who support these groups.  This year’s event, will celebrate the
students’ many accomplishments, and reminded them of the impact that their student clubs and
organizations have on the university and campus community.  Nominations are currently being
accepted in the following categories:
 
Outstanding Student Club/Organization Award
Outstanding Graduate Student Award
Outstanding Undergraduate Student Award
Freshman of the Year Award
Rising Star Award
New Student Club/Organization of the Year
Program of the Year
Outstanding Club/Organization Advisor
Outstanding Support Staff
The Elaine P. Maimon Award
 
GSU Students, Faculty, Staff and Administration are eligible to nominate by using the link below.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/StudentLeadershipAwards2015
 
“Actors” Sought for a Patient Simulation Activity
The Departments of Communication Disorders, Physical Therapy, and Occupational Therapy are
seeking four individuals to serve as mock or standardized patients (SP) taking on CVA/stroke
characteristics during an interdisciplinary education event.  The SP must be able to portray physical
limitations, problems with self-care, and communication/language impairment typical of a patient
following a stroke.  Each SP will receive a stipend for participation. “Actors” should be available Friday,
June 12, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Prairie Place.  Call 708.534.4591 for additional details, questions.
Social Media and App Directory
The Marketing Department is putting together a GSU Social Media and App Directory. The directory
will list all social media accounts related to GSU departments, organizations, clubs and colleges in one
online site. If you are a social media account administrator, please email Keisha Dyson at
kdyson@govst.edu with the link to the site(s) you oversee.
 
EVENTS
MILE Presents Dr. John Carlson April 21
The Metropolitan Institute for Leadership in Education (MILE) will present a free presentation by Dr.
John Carlson, Distinguished Professor, Division of Psychology and Counseling on Tuesday, April 21 at
3:30 p.m. in Engbretson Hall. Dr. Carlson will discuss Daniel Goleman’s concepts of focus and triple
focus, providing a deeper concentration on Goleman’s visit to GSU in March. Dr. Carlson will help the
GSU community apply mindfulness and meditation practices to their lives. For more information, call
708.534.4024.
FDC Resource Fair April 22
Family Development Center will hold a Resource Fair Wednesday, April 22, from 5-7 p.m. The fair is
sponsored by AETNA Better Health.   Among the groups scheduled to attend are: South Suburban
Family Shelter, Workforce Services Division of Will County, Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago, Will County
Health Department, Illinois Fathers, Prevent Child Abuse, and many others. For more information, call
708.235.7300.  
 
Graduate Professional Network Ice Cream Social April 23
 
All students, faculty, staff are invited to stop by the Hall of Governors Thursday, April 23 from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. for an Ice Cream Fundraising Event to support the Graduate Professional Network.
Zarlengo’s Italian Ice, voted best ice cream in Chicagoland by the Sun Times and provider of ice cream
treats at US Cellular Field will be coming to campus with Italian ice, chocolate-dipped ice cream bars,
cookie sandwiches, and five flavors of gelato.  All products are only $2-3.
For more information, Email Matt Gentry at mgentry@student.govst.edu.
Sexual Assault Awareness Month Events
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) and GSU is holding a number of activities throughout
the month. SAAM events at GSU will provide an opportunity for education and discussion for students,
faculty, and staff. On Wednesday, April 22, join us for a discussion called “Consent is Sexy” at 4:30
p.m. in the Hall of Honors. Click Here to see the entire SAAM schedule of events.
 
Kimberly Akimbo April 24-25
GSU Theatre and Performance Studies will present “Kimberly Akimbo" Friday, April 24 and Saturday,
April 25 at 8 p.m. in the Sherman Recital Hall.
This hilarious play follows a teenager with a rare condition causing her body to age faster than it
should. When she and her family flee Secaucus under dubious circumstances, Kimberly is forced to
reevaluate her life amidst dealing with a totally dysfunctional family, her own mortality, and, most
terrifying of all, the possibility of first love. Click here for the Daily Southtown review. Click here for
tickets and more information.
Faculty Research Salon April 24: Impact of Environments on
Children with Disabilities
Nine faculty members from the College of Health and Human Services and the College of Education
will discuss their evidence-based scholarship relating to the role that physical, social, cultural, political
and economic environments play in the daily lives of children with disabilities.
 
The event will commence with a continental breakfast at 8 a.m. on Friday, April 24, 2015, and will end
at 1 p.m. All GSU students, faculty, staff members and the general public are welcome to attend.
Please RSVP to Katie or Melissa at chpintern@govst.edu or 708-235-3981. If there is no answer, leave
a voice mail and you will be added to the RSVP list.
 
 In the Mood Sunday, April 26
 
 
On Sunday, April 26 at 4 p.m., the Center for Performing Arts celebrates the greatest generation with
the swinging sounds of the 1940s in the national touring production, In the Mood. Much more than a
concert, this retro musical features singers, dancers and the sensational String of Pearls Orchestra. By
recreating the best popular music and songs of the late 1930s and the 1940s, In the Mood aspires to
promote the memory of this most significant time in American history. 
Tickets range from $25-40. Adults 65+ pay only $20. Click here for tickets and more information. This
performance is generously sponsored by Humana. For more information, visit www.humana.com.
WDCB radio is a media sponsor of the event. A portion of The Center’s programming is also supported
by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
 
SAVE THE DATE
Communication Disorders Prevention Fair April 28
The GSU community and members of the public are invited to learn ways to prevent Noise-Induced
Hearing Loss (NIHL) and stroke in young adults when the Department of Communication Disorders
hosts a Prevention Fair on Tuesday, April 28, 2015, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in GSU's F Lobby.
Activities will include:
Check Your Hearing
Play the "Do You Know Your Decibels?" Game
Learn to Act F.A.S.T.
Food, fun and prizes. 
This program is made possible by a grant from the GSU Intellectual Life Committee.
Golf Divas/GSU Golf League Buckets & Buckets Event April 28
As a warm up to the 2015 Golf season and in support of the GSU Promise Scholarship, the GSU Golf
League and the GSU Golf Divas will be participating in a fundraiser called Bucket & A Bucket on
Tuesday, April 28.
 
Participants will meet at the driving range of University Golf and Conference Center 4:30 p.m. to hit a
bucket of balls. After getting our swings warmed up (the University Club PGA Golf Pro, will be available
to give pointers on how to correct our slices), we will retire to the club house to cool off with a bucket of
beverages in the clubhouse. Admission to the event is $25/participant.
 
Remember this is in support of “The Promise.” Come on out and show your school spirit and warm up
for GSU 2015 Golf Season!  Please RSVP your commitment to participate to Hollie Campbell:
hcampbell@govst.edu.
Spring Open Market April 29
The GSU Civil Service Senate is hosting the 2015 Spring Open Market, Wednesday, April 29 from
10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. in the Hall of Governors. Come join our vendors and crafters as they sell their
unique products. Buy gifts for birthdays, Mother’s Day or “just because.” The event is free and open to
the public. For more information, call (708) 235-7559.
Volunteer at WE Day April 30
 
Students and faculty are encouraged to attend the Volunteer at WE Day! on Thursday, April 30 from 7
a.m.-3 p.m., at the Allstate Arena in Rosemont.
 
Why Volunteer?                                          
•                     See the greatest leaders and performers of our time, including Common, Jennifer Hudson,
Selena Gomez and more!
•                     Support youth who are making a difference, locally and globally
•                     Give back to the community in a fun, easy and meaningful way
•                     Take part in an unforgettable volunteer experience
 
To learn more about We Day and to sign-up go to
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GSUWeDay2015
 
 
OHRP Research Community Forum
 
The Office for Human Resource Protections will present a Research Community Forum: “Human
Subjects Research: Current Challenges in the Modern Research World at GSU Tuesday, July 28.
Elizabeth Buchanan, Ph.D., Endowed Chair in Ethics and Director of the Center for Applied Ethics at
the University of Wisconsin-Stout, will give the Keynote speech, “A New Internet Research Ethics
Program.” Early registration is $110 through July 14. Additional information can be found at:
http://www.ohrpjuly15.illinoisstate,edu/.
 
 
 
 Facebook Posts of the Week
Response to our GSU Accepted into NAIA post:
LaTonya Holmes Alright Jaguars! Congratulations!
Del Lara Congrats! This is great news!
Response to our Illinois State Senate Recognizes GSU post:
Shirley Comer What an honor for us.
John Pehle As the proud holder of 2 Masters degrees from GSU, I applaud this recognition.
Do you have a story or event you want to submit for the GSU View?
Click here to learn about our submission guidelines.
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Illinois State Senate, Rep. DeLuca Recognize GSU for ACE Award
April 19, 2015
The Illinois State Senate has recognized Governors State with proclamations congratulating GSU for
being the recipient of the 2015 American Council on Education’s ACE/Fidelity Investments Award for
Institutional Transformation. The bi-partisan proclamations were signed by Illinois Senate President John
J. Cullerton-D (6th), Secretary of the Senate Tim Anderson, and State Senators Christine Radogno-R
(41st) and Patrick McGuire-D (43rd). GSU President Elaine P. Maimon also received a letter of
congratulations from Rep. Anthony DeLuca-D (80th).
To read more about GSU’s American Council on Education’s ACE/Fidelity Investments Award, click here.
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Three Generations
April 19, 2015
 From left: Karolyn Grissom, Mathew Brown and Pamela Jones.   
Three generations of the same family—grandmother, daughter and son—will be among the graduates
when Governors State University holds its annual Commencement Ceremonies Saturday, May 16 at the
Tinley Park Convention Center.
GSU will hold two commencements, at 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
During the evening commencement, Karolyn Grissom, her daughter, Pamela Jones, and grandson
Mathew Brown, each will receive their bachelor’s degree in Communication from GSU. All three family
members were also inducted into GSU’s Tau Sigma Honor Society because of their high GPA’s. Grissom
has a 3.938 GPA and Jones and Brown each recorded perfect 4.0 GPA’s.
For Grissom, having her daughter and grandson graduate with her is a source of great pride. “I am so
proud of Pamela and Mathew. I want to share our accomplishments with other people and show them
that it can be done. It’s never too late for an education, and Governors State is a great place for
people to come for that education.”
Brown was 11 when his mother suffered a debilitating health issue. Watching Pamela overcome these
struggles to complete her degree was an inspiration to him. “It means so much to me to be graduating
Welcome to Governors State University in Chicago Illinois
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with her after all she’s been through. I never could have envisioned this happening. She has inspired so
many other people. My aunt, my cousins; they are all going to school now because of my mother,” he
said.
As for the immediate future, after graduation all three have applied for GSU’s Master of Arts in
Communication program for the fall. The trio plans to pursue law degrees in the future, with an eye on
pro bono work. “As a family unit, we want to collectively go into help mode for those less fortunate
who need legal assistance,” Grissom said.
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Welcome to GSU, one of the finest
colleges in Illinois. Whether you
want to get an MBA, an Ed.D,
your Masters in Nursing, learn
English as a second language,
explore adult education, or any
other of our degrees, classes or
certificates, you will find it here!
